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Healthcare and Human 
Trafficking

 In one study, 87.8% of trafficking survivors reported 
accessing healthcare services during their trafficking 
situation. Of this, 68.3% were seen at an emergency 
department. (Lederer & Wetzel, 2014)

“During the time I was on the street, I went to hospitals, 
urgent care clinics, women’s health clinics, and private 
doctors. No one ever asked me anything anytime I ever 

went to a clinic.”

- Lauren, survivor



When do Victims Seek 
Medical Services?

 In an emergency

 After an assault

 After a workplace injury

 For gynecological services

 For prenatal care

 For routine checkups

 For mental health services

 For addiction treatment 

 For pre-existing conditions

- National Human Trafficking Hotline



Understanding the Crime



Human Trafficking Defined

Human trafficking is a crime in which people 
profit from the control and exploitation of 

others.

•Often referred to as compelled service of others for 
profit

•In the United States, must include elements of force, 
fraud, or coercion



How Trafficking Occurs

ACTION PURPOSEMEANS**
Recruiting
Harboring

Transporting

Providing

Obtaining

Patronizing, 
soliciting, and 
advertising*

*Sex trafficking 
only

Force

Fraud

Coercion

Commercial 
sexual 

exploitation

Or 

Forced 
Labor

**Minors induced into 
commercial sex are 
human trafficking victims-
regardless if force, fraud 
or coercion is present.



Sex Trafficking of Minors

ACTION PURPOSEMEANS**
Recruiting
Harboring

Transporting

Providing

Obtaining

Patronizing, 
soliciting, and 
advertising*

*Sex trafficking 
only

Force

Fraud

Coercion

Commercial 
sexual 

exploitation

**Minors induced into 
commercial sex are 
human trafficking victims-
regardless if force, fraud 
or coercion is present.



Means: Examples & Definitions

Force: Physical assault, sexual 
assault, confinement 

Fraud: An act of deception with 
criminal intent 

Coercion: Threats of serious harm against 
any person; the abuse or threatened abuse 
of the legal process 

- The Salvation Army of Central Ohio



Nature & Scope of Human 
Trafficking



2020: Reports to the National 
Human Trafficking Hotline

1. California (1,334)
2. Texas (987)
3. Florida (738)
4. New York (414)
5. Georgia (338)
6. Ohio (310)

2020 National Human 
Trafficking Hotline Data for 
Ohio
• 241 sex trafficking

• Residence-based 
commercial sex

• Pornography 
• 24 labor trafficking 

• Domestic work
• Traveling sales crews



Typology of Human Trafficking: 
25 Commonly Reported Venues  

 Escort services

 Illicit massage, health and 
beauty

 Outdoor solicitation

 Residential

 Domestic work

 Bars, strip clubs and 
cantinas

 Pornography

 Traveling sales crews

 Restaurants and food 
service

 Peddling and begging

 Forestry and logging

 Health care

 Agriculture
 Personal sexual servitude
 Health and beauty 

services
 Construction 
 Hotels and hospitality
 Landscaping
 Arts and entertainment
 Commercial cleaning 

services
 Factories and 

manufacturing
 Remote interactive sexual 

acts
 Carnivals
 Recreational facilities



Human Trafficking in Ohio



Who are the Traffickers?

Pimps

Parents/guardians

Caregivers

Businesses

Domestic employers

Seasonal farm employers

Men AND women

Gangs
Traffickers are anyone 
using force, fraud or 
coercion to exploit 
another person for 

profit



Vulnerabilities to Victimization

 Runaway/homeless youth

 Have a history of domestic 
violence

 Are facing poverty or 
economic need

 Have a history of sexual 
abuse

 Have a substance use 
disorder

 Foreign nationals 
(documented and 
undocumented)

There is no demographic profile for a 
victim of human trafficking

- Polaris



Labor Trafficking in Ohio

“Castillo-Serrano 
recruited the 
victims, smuggled 
them into the U.S., 
oversaw money 
transfers and issued 
threats to ensure 
compliance.”

“…and arranged for 
their wages to be 
transferred to co-
conspirators in 
Guatemala and 
elsewhere.” 

-U.S. Attorney’s 
Office



“We think it 
happens to young 

girls and 
runaways. But 

with these 
youngest kids, it’s 

their actual 
families who are 

trafficking them.”

- Director, Child 
Advocacy Center

Sex Trafficking in Ohio



Sex Trafficking in Ohio 
United States of America v. Jeremy A. Mack 



Sex Trafficking in Ohio



Signs & Indicators



Signs and Indicators of Labor 
Trafficking

PHYSICAL BEHAVIORAL

Musculoskeletal and 
ergonomic injuries

Anxiety/Panic attacks

Malnutrition/Dehydration Unexplained/Conflicting 
stories

Lack of routine screening 
and preventative care

Overly vigilant or paranoid 
behavior

Poor dental hygiene Inability/Aversion to make 
decisions independent of 
employer

Injuries or illness from 
exposure to harmful 
chemicals/unsafe water

Affect 
dysregulation/Irritability



Signs and Indicators of Sex 
Trafficking

PHYSICAL BEHAVIORAL

Multiple or recurrent STIs Depressed mood/Flat 
affect

Abnormally high number of 
sexual partners

Anxiety/Hyper-
vigilance/Panic attacks

Trauma to vagina and/or 
rectum

Affect 
dysregulation/Irritability

Signs of physical trauma Frequent emergency care 
visits

Somatization symptoms 
(recurring headaches, 
abdominal pain, etc.)

Signs of drug or alcohol 
abuse



Questions to Ask Potential 
Victims

 Tell me about your living situation

 Are you safe?

 Are you able to come and go as you please?

 Have you ever been lied to about the type of work 
you would be doing?

 Have you ever been forced to do something you 
did not want to do? 

 Does anyone hold your personal identification, 
license, or passport?



If you 
suspect 
human 
trafficking…

 If there is someone in immediate 
danger, call 911

 Follow mandatory reporting protocols 
for reporting child abuse

 The National Human Trafficking Hotline 

 24/7 hotline: 1-888-373-7888

 Text BEFREE (233733)

 Humantraffickinghotline.org



 Community- level 
coordination of 
anti-trafficking 
efforts

 Opportunity for law 
enforcement to link 
with victim service 
community to 
identify and obtain 
assistance in 
getting services to 
human trafficking 
victims

 Map on 
www.humantrafficki
ng.ohio.gov

Ohio’s Anti-Human 
Trafficking 
Coalitions

http://www.humantrafficking.ohio.gov/


Questions?

Maria Busch
mcbusch@dps.ohio.gov

614-752-4022

Learn more at
www.humantrafficking.ohio.gov

mailto:mcbusch@dps.ohio.gov
http://www.humantrafficking.ohio.gov/
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