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Medication Assisted Treatment 
Rules: Brief History
In October 2002, the DEA rescheduled buprenorphine from a schedule V drug to a schedule 
III drug under the Controlled Substances Act.
In January 2015, the Medical Board adopted 4731-11-12, regulating office-based opioid 
treatment.  
In September 2017, legislation was approved requiring rules for physicians, physician 
assistants, and advanced practice registered nurses to establish standards and procedures 
to be followed in the use of all drugs approved by the FDA for use in medication-assisted 
treatment.  The rules were required to address detoxification, relapse prevention, patient 
assessment, individual treatment planning, counseling and recovery supports, diversion 
control and other topics selected by the Medical Board and Nursing Board after considering 
best practices in medication-assisted treatment.
In April 2019, the existing rule related to office-based opioid treatment was rescinded and 
replaced with rules that meet the legislative requirements.  Rules related to detoxification or 
withdrawal management were finalized in October 2020. (Chapter 4730-4 for physician 
assistants and Chapter 4731-33 for physicians).



Federal Rules Update
DATA 2000 Waiver or “X” Waiver: Allowed prescribers to treat opioid use disorder with Schedule III, IV, and V medications that have been specifically approved 
by the FDA for that indication outside of an opioid treatment program.

Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2023:

Part 1:

• An X Waiver registration is no longer required to treat patients with buprenorphine for OUD.

• All future prescriptions for buprenorphine only require a standard DEA registration number.

• There are no longer any limits or patient caps on the number of patients a prescriber may treat for OUD with buprenorphine.

Part 2:

Beginning on June 27, 2023, practitioners applying for a new or renewed DEA registration will need to attest to having completed a total of at least 8 hours of 
training on opioid or other substance use disorders. In other words, the training does not have to be completed until you apply for a new or renew your DEA 
registration beginning June 27, 2023.

Exceptions:

1. Hold a current board certification in addiction medicine or addiction psychiatry from the American Board of Medical Specialties, American Board of Addiction 
Medicine, or the American Osteopathic Association; or

2. Graduated within five years in good standing from a medical, advanced practice nursing, or physician assistant school in the United States that included 
successful completion of an opioid or other substance use disorder curriculum. Training must include the treatment and management of patients with opioid and 
other substance use disorders, and the appropriate clinical use of all drugs approved by the FDA for the treatment of a substance use disorder.

Past DATA-Waived trainings count. 



Initial Draft of Updates to State Rules
• Following the announcement of Federal law changes in late 2022 and early 2023, 
SMBO staff escalated our usual 5-year rule review for our MAT Rules.

• First, we engaged in conversation with the Ohio Department of Mental Health and 
Addiction Services, the Ohio Department of Health, the Board of Nursing, and the Board 
of Pharmacy, as well as the Governor’s Recovery Ohio team, to scope out the policy 
issues for consideration.

• We then hosted 3 separate stakeholder meetings to solicit input prior to our first draft of 
the rules. These calls included individual providers, major health care systems, and all 
the relevant associations.  We also had separate one-on-one calls with individual 
providers.

• The SMBO staff presented a first draft of the rules to the Board at the September 
meeting and received permission to circulate the rules for comments.



SMBO and OPHP



Updates to State Rules: Technical 
Considerations
Under Ohio Revised Code 4731.056(B), the Medical Board “shall adopt rules that 
establish standards and procedures to be followed by physicians in the use of all drugs 
approved by the United States food and drug administration for use in medication-
assisted treatment, including controlled substances in schedule III, IV, or V. The rules 
shall address detoxification, relapse prevention, patient assessment, individual treatment 
planning, counseling and recovery supports, diversion control, and other topics selected 
by the board after considering best practices in medication-assisted treatment.”

Schedule III drug: substances in this schedule have a potential for abuse less than 
substances in Schedules I or II and abuse may lead to moderate or low physical 
dependence or high psychological dependence.



Updates to State Rules: Practical 
Considerations

Ohio Revised Code 4731.22(B)(6): The Medical Board can discipline you for not meeting 
“minimal standards of care”.

What are the minimal standards of care?



Ways to Participate in Process
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THANK YOU
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